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Dates for your Diary Principal’s News

Important Information regarding E-Scooters and Victorian Primary

Schools

Ma rch | have received guidance from the Department of Education regarding
the use of e-scooters within Victorian Government Primary Schools.

9th Public Holiday o
Key Victorian Laws on E-Scooters

20t Ride2School Day Under current Victorian road rules:

- « A person must be at least 16 years old to legally ride an e-scooter
25 School Cross Country on public roads or paths. Riders under 16 are not permitted to ride e-
26th World Maths Day scooters at all in public spaces.

e Riders must wear an approved helmet, cannot ride on footpaths, and
SSV Division Tennis must follow all road safety rules (e.g., obey speed limits).

« This age requirement aligns with broader safety efforts led by the
Victorian Government and road safety bodies, including campaigns

30" Vic State School Spec

Rehearsal reminding the community that e-scooters are not a toy and are not
" . safe for younger riders.
31 End of Term Commumty These provisions are part of the Road Safety Road Rules 2017 and have
Picnic been enforced in updated forms in recent years — including penalties and

fines that now reflect these safety standards.

April

Relevant Dates

2nd Last Day of Term 1 While e-scooters became legal for adult use through legislative changes
th . in recent years, the minimum age of 16 for riders has remained an
20 First Day of Term 2 important safety rule under Victorian road law. The latest enforcement
22-24 Grade3/4 Camp and awareness campaigns were refreshed in late 2025 to reinforce these
27th curricul D rules to families and the community.
urricuium bay
Parent / Teacher What This Means for Our School
As a primary school, all of our students are under the age of 16. As a
Conferences

result, to align with Victorian law and to keep our students safe:

¢ Students are NOT permitted to ride e-scooters to school.

« Students are not permitted to bring e-scooters onto school grounds
—they cannot be ridden to drop-off or pick-up areas, nor stored on
school property.

« This approach is consistent with Department of Education
expectations for safe student travel, and with how schools across
Victoria are updating local transport and safety policies.

Our school community values active and safe travel. For families who
walk, ride bicycles, or scoot (non-motorised scooters), we continue to
support safe active travel choices for students, including helmet use,
correct use of our School Crossing and supervised routes where
appropriate.
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Public Holiday Reminder
A reminder to families that Monday 9" March is a Public Holiday in Victoria. Gordon
Primary School will be closed on this day. We look forward to seeing everyone back
on Tuesday 10" March

Ride2School Day - Friday 20 March

We are excited to remind families that Ride2School Day will be taking place on
Friday 20 March. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to start the day in a
healthy and active way by riding, scooting, skating, or walking to school.

Ride2School Day is a statewide initiative that encourages students to build healthy
habits, increase physical activity, and reduce traffic congestion around schools.
Even travelling part of the way actively can make a big difference.

Families are encouraged to support their children to participate where possible.
Please ensure that helmets are worn, bikes and scooters are in good working order,
and students follow safe road and path practices.

-

We look forward to seeing lots of students arriving at school in an active way and ok SkrTE Wit Youn MaTE

helping us celebrate a fun and healthy start to the day. & ADE2
Let’s get moving, Gordon! '

School Sport Victoria Division Swimming
As mentioned in our last newsletter, Winnie, Archer, Jude and Lennon represented Gordon PS at the Division Swimming
Finals. At the time of printing, we did not yet have the final results. We are now able to share the achievements of these
students. Congratulations to Lennon who has qualified for the regional finals in Horsham.

Jude - 9/10 Boys

Freestyle - 14™ (18 competitors)
Breaststroke - 30" (44 competitors)

Lennon - 9/10 Boys
Breaststroke - 4™ (44 competitors)
Butterfly - 1°* (Qualified for Regional Finals)

Winnie - 11 Girls
Backstroke - 18™ (31 competitors)

Archer - 12 Boys
Backstroke 16" (20 competitors)
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NAPLAN

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM
Literacy and Numeracy

NAPLAN 2026 - Information for Families
The National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will take place for students in Years 3 and 5 during
the testing window Wednesday 12 March to Monday 24 March.

NAPLAN is a national assessment that provides a snapshot of how students are progressing in reading, writing, spelling,
grammar and punctuation, and numeracy. Information about the program has been attached to this newsletter for families
who would like to learn more about how the assessments are conducted.

Before students participate in NAPLAN, there is something important we would like our community to keep in mind.

NAPLAN provides one piece of information about a child’s learning at a particular point in time. It does not capture the full
range of qualities, strengths and talents that make each child who they are.

These tests cannot measure the students who love to sing, create incredible artwork, perform on stage or explore coding
and technology. They do not capture the students who demonstrate integrity on the sporting field, confidence when
speaking in front of others, or creativity when solving problems.

NAPLAN also cannot measure the qualities that matter deeply within a school community — the students who show
kindness to their friends, help others when they are upset, contribute to their families and community, and demonstrate
respect, responsibility and resilience every day.

Like any assessment, NAPLAN simply provides information about how a student performed on that day. It is one of many
tools schools use to understand student learning and support improvement.

At Gordon Primary School, we are proud of our students for the many ways they contribute to our school community. We
encourage students to approach NAPLAN with a calm and positive mindset, simply doing their best, just as they do in their
everyday learning.

As always, thank you for your continued support of your child’s learning.

BIRTHDAYS
We would like to acknowledge students who are celebrating their birthdays In
March. We will place your birthday bookmark in your teachers’ pigeon hole.

o William Meiss

e« Romee Knox

« Hazel Greenwood
e Coen Wines

« Richelle Meiss
e Lylah Kent
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ASSEMBLY TOKEN WINNERS AND BADGE RECIPIENTS AT OUR LAST ASSEMBLY

Badges:

Responsibility: Alexander, Sophie

Respect: Mav, Lylah
Resilience: Clem Q

Awards:

Zooper Dooper: Anaiya
Arlo time: Rylie

Teacher's chair: Nate K
Pancake voucher: Alannah
Bowling voucher: Liam
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rYC')U ARE INVITED TO

Gordon Primary Schools’

RELAX. ENJOY
THE OUTDOORS AND
ELEBRATE THE END OF THE
TERM WITH US!

31°* March g til 6 p.m.

Tuesday % 4.30 p.m.

» Hot dogs
« Games and Activities for the kids
» BYO rugs. chairs and baskets of snacks

Gordon Primary School Oval
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2026 Ballan Autumn Festival - REMINDER

This year we are participating in the 2026 Ballan Autumn Festival, walking in the parade, and participating in
the art competition. As this year is the 50 year anniversary, we are going for a more extravagant theme. Our
students will be carrying the life cycle of a butterfly, made by the Grade 3 students. To match this theme, we

request that students come dressed as bugs or flowers. More details will be coming, but for now add it to your
diaries and hope for no rain.

9am - 2pm DRAIW A SCARECROIW

i | COMPETITION
JOURIFAVO 3" FOR THE BALLAN AUTUMN FESTIVAL
] A= ; DRAW THE MOST CREATIVE SCARECROW

= USE A4 PAPER
- PUT YOUR NAME AND A PARENTS PHONE NUMBER
ON THE BACK IN GREYLEAD PENCIL

3 AGE GROUPS
-UPTOS
+6-12
-13 AND UP

-3 - = [,
Entrg
Grand Parade

= Food Court I

= Market Stalls |
Fun for Kids

I Pet Show
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TRANSITION INFORMATION

Parents of students in
Grades 5 & 6 are warmly
encouraged to attend our

%‘?ﬁ"”fﬁmrutm"‘"“"V g I N FO R MATI O N
seeonoanr coreee. EVENING

Information Sessions
will be held at 5.00pm and 6.00pm
in the Theatre, followed by school tours.

Bookings essential.

Woodmans Hill - Fussell Street Ballarat, Ph: 5336 7264
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TRANSITION INFORMATION

ﬁ \ ~ | THURSDAY 19 MARCH 2026
\/ MOUNT GLEAR R
'y

COLLEGE

ANSENVIRONMENT THAT INSPIRES

Discover and experience the exciting opportunities we offer at
Mount Clear College - visit anytime between 4:30pm and 6:30pm.

= Explore our campus at your own pace - self quided tours
« Discover our diverse programs and unique extra-curriculum experiences

= Engage in hands-on learning experiences
« Experience our innovative Earth Ed STEM Centre & International Language Centre

EXPLORE INNOVATE ENGAGE

We will be hosting an Open Evening for prospective future students and families at Mount Clear
College on Thursday 19 March, 2026. This year's format will be self-guided tours, so visitors can
enjoy taking their time to enjoy the fantastic activities and programs on offer at our College.
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PHOENIX

2 BASKETBALIL o

Email: admin@phoenixbasketball.org

Bounce into Basketball

e Join our Under 8’s and become
part of the Phoenix community

 For girls & boys born 2019-202I

 FREE club fees & starter pack

e Fun, friends & first hoops
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