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Dates for your Diary Principal’s News

Important change to our Out of Hours School Care (OHSC) drop off
and pick up arrangements.

Februa ry From Monday 23 February, families will no longer be able to use the
staff carpark for OHSC drop off or collection. All OHSC drop off and
25th No Preps pick up will now occur from Dicker Street.

This decision has been made following a review of site safety and
operational requirements. Over time, the staff carpark has become

Mquh increasingly constrained due to growth in staffing and associated
: parking needs. In addition, there have been recent safety concerns
2nd Preps start full time within the carpark area, including an incident where a vehicle collided
9th Public Holiday with a building. While no children were harmed, this incident
" reinforced the need to reduce vehicle movement within areas close to
20 Ride2School Day school facilities.
25 School Cross Country

As part of our commitment to child safety and risk mitigation, it is
26" World Maths Day essential that we minimise traffic congestion and potential hazards
within internal school grounds. Transitioning OHSC access to Dicker
Street provides a safer and more controlled environment for students,

April families and staff.

e Last Day of Term 1 What this means for families:
. ¢ All OHSC morning drop offs will occur via Dicker Street.
20" First Day of Term 2 & crop

¢ All OHSC afternoon collections will occur via Dicker Street.
» The staff carpark will no longer be accessible for OHSC traffic.
* Please observe all local parking regulations.

SSV Division Tennis

We understand that changes to routines can take time to adjust to,
and we appreciate your cooperation as we implement this important
safety measure. Our OHSC staff will be available in the first week of
transition to assist families and ensure the process runs smoothly. We
are also now in the process of upgrading lighting around the buildings
to ensure ample illumination for families early during early morning
drop offs and and late evening pick ups.

The safety and wellbeing of our students is always our highest
priority. Thank you for your understanding and partnership as we

make this necessary adjustment.

Simon Trembath | Principal

G Gordon Primary (03) 5368 9223 www.gordonps.vic.edu.au @1 Dicker St, Gordon 3345
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Caring for Our School Grounds
At Gordon Primary School, we are proud to be a community centred school. Our grounds are not just spaces for
learning and playing during the week, they are shared spaces for our Gordon PS community.

Unfortunately, over the past couple of weekends, we have returned to school to find damage to some areas of the
grounds and facilities. This includes property damage and items being left behind that require additional time and
resources to address. This has also included members of the public utilising our bins for household waste, and not
picking up after their dog/s.

Every repair takes funding and staff time away from where it matters most, supporting student learning and
maintaining our high-quality learning environments.

We are asking for your support in two important ways:
« Please treat our school grounds with care and respect.
 If you notice concerning behaviour on weekends, please report it to the school or local authorities where
appropriate.

Please note: public access IS NOT permitted during times when our OHSC is operating (6:30am - 6:30pm) each week
day, and also when vacation care is running during school holidays. Any member of the public who enters schools
grounds during this time will be asked to leave.

A strong community looks after its shared spaces. When we all take respon5|b|I|ty, we ensure our school remains a safe
welcoming and well-maintained environment for everyone. %

School Sport Victoria Division Swimming

Yesterday, Winnie, Archer, Jude and Lennon represented
Gordon PS at the Division Swimming Finals. There was some
outstanding success across the day with PBs set and regional
gualifications made. A full list of results from the day will be
shared in our next newsletter. Well done to you all!

Archer and Ted Athletics Success

Congratulation to Archer and Ted on their recent success at
the Little Aths Western Country Region Track & Field Carnival
Little Aths State Championships.

The Gordon PS community is extremely proud of your
efforts!

If you have an achievement of one of our students that you
would like to share with our community. Please email details
and photos to gordon.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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ASSEMBLY TOKEN WINNERS AND BADGE RECIPIENTS AT OUR LAST ASSEMBLY
Badges:
Responsibility: Evie B

Tokens:

Zooper Dooper: Elise
Arlo time: Merryn
Teacher's chair: Jay
Pancake voucher: Imogen

Raising Kids in a Digital World

We are pleased to invite families to an upcoming RAIS.NG KIDS lN

parent session delivered by Inform and Empower
at Ballan Primary School, focusing on one of the A DIGITAL WORLD
most important challenges facing families today, Cyber Safety Seminar For Parents & Carers
raising children in a digital world. Presented by Martin McGauran, primary school teacher and
eSafety educator and Carley McGauran, psychologist and mum,
Technology is now embedded in every aspect of
our children’s lives. From online learning
platforms and gaming to social media and group
chats, young people are navigating complex digital
environments earlier than ever before. While
these tools offer incredible opportunities for
connection, creativity and learning, they also ot o

screen time

present risks that require informed and proactive

parenting. qudon
Primary School
Wednesday 25 February
We strongly encourage all families to attend this 630-800pm

Venue: Ballan Primary School

important session. Together, we can ensure our Seminar i skicty for parents and carers only

Register to attend:
bitly/parents2026

children are not only safe in digital spaces, but
empowered to use technology positively and

'NF@RM &CHPOWGR { Efggetyprovider

res po n S I b Iy . informandempower.com.au | hello@informandempower.com.au osafely.govau
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Creative Pathways - New in 2026

We are thrilled to officially launch Creative Pathways, our brand-new creative extension program designed
to inspire, challenge, and nurture students with a passion for the arts. Creative Pathways brings together
three dynamic streams — Beyond the Palette (Visual Arts Extension), Visual Art, and Sound Lab (Music) —
each created to extend students’ talents and open doors to future creative opportunities.

Creative Pathways is about more than just making great artwork or learning new songs. It helps students
understand that skills in drawing, design, music, media and performance can grow into real jobs in creative
industries.

Beyond the Palette, our Visual Arts program, encourages students to explore big ideas while experimenting

with a range of materials and techniques. Throughout the program, they will meet practising artists and
learn how artworks can be used to tell stories, express viewpoints, and communicate powerful messages.
Students will also be introduced to specialist high school art programs and begin learning how to develop
and present a portfolio of their work.

Sound Lab, our music extension program, encourages students to explore big ideas through sound while
experimenting with a range of instruments, technologies, and performance styles. Throughout the program,
they will meet practising musicians and industry professionals, learning how music can tell stories, express
emotions, and communicate powerful messages. As part of our Music in Schools initiative, students will also
trial new instruments being introduced to the school as we work towards building a school band. Students
will be introduced to specialist high school music programs and begin learning how to develop their skills
and confidence as young musicians.

Each Creative Pathways program includes a small group of 10 students and runs across the full year,
allowing participants to fully immerse themselves and develop their skills over time. With dedicated
mentoring, hands-on experiences, and exposure to real-world creative pathways, students will have the
opportunity to grow in confidence and capability. We are excited to see how Creative Pathways shapes their
journey, and where their creativity will take them in the years ahead.

CREATIVE
PATHWAYS

! CREATIVE g
PATHWAYS \
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BIRTHDAYS

We would like to acknowledge students who have
celebrated their birthdays in January and February,
2026. We will place your birthday bookmark in your
teachers’ pigeon hole.

January - Mila Cachia, Fredrik Bonavia, Leo Seter, Henry Murphy and Dustin Huggins.

February - Vivian Barnes, Zane Camilleri, Charlotte Kneebone, Shiloh Kneebone, Lucy Meddick, Isla
Cachia, Piper Vanderklift, Anaiya Bell, Dayne Swana, Angus Dowling, Russell Wand, Bodhi Morrison,
Liam Fenech, Samantha Lee, Elsie Shugg, Ledger Trewin, Alexander Meiss, Kade Camilleri and Abbie

Summerfield.

Goal Post Padding - out with the old and in with the new!
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2026 Ballan Autumn Festival - REMINDER

This year we are participating in the 2026 Ballan Autumn Festival, walking in the parade, and participating in
the art competition. As this year is the 50 year anniversary, we are going for a more extravagant theme. Our
students will be carrying the life cycle of a butterfly, made by the Grade 3 students. To match this theme, we

request that students come dressed as bugs or flowers. More details will be coming, but for now add it to your
diaries and hope for no rain.

ombat

S ttcionn, axts
5% NETWORK

oam-2om | DRAWASCARECROW

- | COMPETITION
JOURIFAVO 3" FOR THE BALLAN AUTUMN FESTIVAL
- : { DRAW THE MOST CREATIVE SCARECROW

= USE A4 PAPER
- PUT YOUR NAME AND A PARENTS PHONE NUMBER
ON THE BACK IN GREYLEAD PENCIL

3 AGE GROUPS
-UPTOS
+6-12
-13 AND UP

Entr ’
Grand Parade

= Food Court I

= Market Stalls |
Fun for Kids

I Pet Show
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TRANSITION INFORMATION

Parents of students in
Grades 5 & 6 are warmly
encouraged to attend our

%‘?ﬁ"”fﬁmrutm"‘"“"V g I N FO R MATI O N
seeonoanr coreee. EVENING

Information Sessions
will be held at 5.00pm and 6.00pm
in the Theatre, followed by school tours.

Bookings essential.

Woodmans Hill - Fussell Street Ballarat, Ph: 5336 7264
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TRANSITION INFORMATION

ﬁ \ ~ | THURSDAY 19 MARCH 2026
\/ MOUNT GLEAR R
'y

COLLEGE

ANSENVIRONMENT THAT INSPIRES

Discover and experience the exciting opportunities we offer at
Mount Clear College - visit anytime between 4:30pm and 6:30pm.

= Explore our campus at your own pace - self quided tours
« Discover our diverse programs and unique extra-curriculum experiences

= Engage in hands-on learning experiences
« Experience our innovative Earth Ed STEM Centre & International Language Centre

EXPLORE INNOVATE ENGAGE

We will be hosting an Open Evening for prospective future students and families at Mount Clear
College on Thursday 19 March, 2026. This year's format will be self-guided tours, so visitors can
enjoy taking their time to enjoy the fantastic activities and programs on offer at our College.

Respect Resilience Responsibility



TRANSITION INFORMATION

2027 OPEN NIGHT

THURSDAY 5TH MARCH AT 5:30PM
INFORMATION SESSIONS
MEET THE COLLEGE LEADERSHIP TEAM
ATTEND A SCHOOL TOUR
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GFNC Junior Registration Night ¢

Thursday 26th Feb 2026

5pm-5:20pm Under 12 Football & U/13 Netball
5:20pm-5:40pm U/15 Netball & Football
5:40pm-6pm U/17 Netball & U/18 Football

If there are any further questions or enquires please
contact our page at any time V

JN0EN | O R
RRE -GNl "S8T R ATI ON

Thursday 26th Feb
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THE BALLAN BRUMBIES BASKETBALL
CLUB WINTER 2026 REGISTRATION
IS NOW OPEN!

WHETHER YOUR

NEW TO,THE CLUB,

OR RETURNING FOR
ANOTHER SEASON
REGISTER YOURINTENT
TO PLAY VIA/OUR WEBSITE,
OR BY SCANNING

THE/QR CODE/'BELOW.

WITH TEAMS RANGING FROM
U8 -~ V12 BOYS AND GIRLS
IT'S NOW TIME TO

JOIN THE STAMPEDE

=TRADING T

chossronds [N (T W 00
¥ Bk e | ST

WWW.BALLANBRUMBIES.COM.AU
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REGISTER NOW!!

NEW TO BASKETBALL OR RENEWING
FOR ANOTHER TERM,
NOW IS THE TIME TO BE A BRUMBY.

AGES:
OPEN TO ALL 5-10 YEAR OLDS

TERM DATES:
9TH FEB - 23RD MARCH 2026

SESSION TIMES:
MONDAY 5PM - 5.45PM

ADDRESS:
BALLAN PRIMARY GYM
STEIGLITZ ST BALLAN

SCAN THE QR CODE
OR FOLLOW THE LINK
BELOW TO REGISTER

WWW.PLAYHQ.COM/BASKETBALL-VICTORIA/REGISTER/A610BB

BALLANBRUMBIES.COM.AU
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