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Principal’s News
Welcome to 2026
| would like to extend a heartfelt welcome as we all return for
the 2026 school year. It is wonderful to see the students back at
school settled into their new classes with their teachers. Special
welcome to our new students and their families here at Gordon.
| am looking forward to getting to know you and working with
you so that the very best outcomes are achieved for your
children. | hope that all of our new students and families feel a
very warm welcome from all members of our School
Community.

START AND END OF DAY ROUTINES

Thank you to all families who have adjusted so quickly to our
new start of day routine. A reminder that in 2026, the following
times will apply for our school community:

8:50am - Doors open for all students to take part in Morning
Connection

9:00am - Lessons start for all students

3:15pm - END OF DAY for all students

Student only need to sign in at the office if they arrive AFTER
9:00am.

ARRIVAL / EARLY PICK UP

A gentle reminder as we settle back into the school year that
students are not to arrive at school prior to 8:45, unless booked
into Before School Care. We have staff on supervision from
8:45am.

Parents requiring early pick up of their children are encouraged
to contact the school office in advance. By providing prior
notice, arrangements can be made to ensure a smooth
transition for the student and minimise the disruption to the
learning environment.

Thank you for your support and cooperation in maintaining the
health, safety and educational welfare of our school community.

Simon Trembath | Principal
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2026 School Structure
We have several familiar faces and a few new ones to start the 2026 year. Here is our team for this year:

Principal - Simon Trembath

Assistant Principal & Grade 5/6 - Carly Middleton

Leading Teacher (Wellbeing Leader) - Kate Ackland o) UR 754

Learning Specialist & Grade 5/6 - Michael Nelson

Business Manager - Carol Stevens

- MEET OUR -

TEAM:
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Foundation - Alliyah Tuaine
Grade 1/ 2 - Rachelle Frew & Lisa Simpson
Grade 3 / 4 - Darcy Walters & Gavin Smith

Visual Arts and Performing Arts - Molly Hodgson
Physical Education and STEM - Brendan Brasser
Intervention and Extension - Krystal Conlan
Social Worker - Rashidah Fido

OHSC Coordinator - Kathy Thompson

Education Support Team
Michelle Tenerezza
Nenka Geyer

Heather Dowling

Kath Stasse

Sian Winfield

Melanie Grigg

Skye Klaver

Lisa Dodd

Mark Frew (Grounds) ' PLE.
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2026 Student Leadership Team

We are delighted to introduce our 2026 Student Leadership Team to our community. These students have been
selected for their commitment to our school values, their willingness to serve others, and their desire to make a
positive difference within our school community. Throughout the year, our student leaders will play an
important role in representing student voice, supporting school events, and modelling respectful, responsible
and resilient behaviour. We congratulate each of them on their achievement and look forward to the leadership,
ideas, and energy they will bring to Gordon PS in 2026.

School Captain - Imogen
School Vice Captain - Hamish

Arts Captain - Dana
Arts Vice Captain - Harlow

Environment Captain - Jack
Environment Vice Captain - Ava

Sports Captain and Stanley House Captain - Andy
Sport Vice Captain and Dicker House Captain - Archer
Sport Vice Captain Nightingale House Captain - Aiden
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VALUES IN 2026

Our school community will again embrace our values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience.

The teachers will be nominating students for our values badge when they see a student demonstrating the

school values. Students who receive five nominations for one value will receive a badge.

Students who have all three badges will be working towards additional badges each year .

School Attendance - Every Minute Counts

As we settle into another year of learning at Gordon
Primary School, we want to highlight the importance
of regular school attendance from the very first day
of the year.

Regular attendance at school is foundational to your
child’s learning, wellbeing and long-term success.

When students are absent. even for one day each
fortnight. those missed learning opportunities add up
quickly and can affect progress over time.

As parents and carers, your partnership with the
school in prioritising daily attendance, arriving on
time and communicating promptly about absences
ensures that we can work together to support your
child’s learning and wellbeing.

Let’s make the most of every day. because at Gordon
Primary School, every minute counts!
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School Assembly

Our School Assembly will be taking place every second Friday at 9:00am in the Gordo. Our Grade 6 Captains
will continue to lead the School Assembly each fortnight.

Our next School Assembly is Friday 13* February.

Privacy Reminder for 2026

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. Please take time to remind
yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.

MOBILE PHONES AT SCHOOL DEFINITIONS

A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a cellular (telecommunication) system, with or without a

physical connection to a network. Please note that this includes smart watches with cellular.

POLICY
Gordon Primary School understands that students may bring a personal mobile phone to school, particularly if
they are travelling independently to and from school.

At Gordon Primary School:

« Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely stored
with their teacher during school hours

» Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see policy on website)

« When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the school’s office.

Students are not allowed to store devices in their bag, they must be handed to the teacher for safe storage
during the day. Smart watches that are switched off can be worn, however, they will be stored securely by the
teacher if cellular connectivity is noticed.
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Children's crossings

When flags are displayed all pedestrians

should use the crossing. Drivers must

stop and give
way to all
pedestrians only
Some children’s crossings have a crossing when flags are
supervisor. Always follow the instructions displayed.

of the crossing supervisor.

If there isn’t a supervisor, look and listen
for traffic before crossing.
Follow the
instructions of
Make sure all traffic has stopped before the crossing

stepping on to the crossing. :::f:‘:;’:;e"

Only cross when it is safe to do so.

Stay alert - keep looking and listening for

traffic while crossina. _

Make sure all traffic has stopped
before stepping onto the crossing.

Driving around school zones
Keeping our kids safe as they get to and from school is everyone’s responsibility.

As kids come to and from school it’s important for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists to
be aware and take extra care during these busy times. Even a small reduction in
speed could save a child’s life.

To help keep our kids safe, it's important for drivers to:
= watch out for pedestrians and be aware that young children can be
unpredictable and difficult to see
= give cyclists plenty of space
= slow down in school speed zones during school times

= be extra cautious around schools.
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2026 Ballan Autumn Festival

This year we are participating in the 2026 Ballan Autumn Festival, walking in the parade, and participating in
the art competition. As this year is the 50 year anniversary, we are going for a more extravagant theme. Our
students will be carrying the life cycle of a butterfly, made by the Grade 3 students. To match this theme, we

request that students come dressed as bugs or flowers. More details will be coming, but for now add it to your
diaries and hope for no rain.
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REGISTER NOW!!

NEW TO BASKETBALL OR RENEWING
FOR ANOTHER TERM,
NOW IS THE TIME TO BE A BRUMBY.

AGES:
OPEN TO ALL 5-10 YEAR OLDS

TERM DATES:
9TH FEB - 23RD MARCH 2026

SESSION TIMES:
MONDAY 5PM - 5.45PM

ADDRESS:
BALLAN PRIMARY GYM
STEIGLITZ ST BALLAN

SCAN THE QR CODE
OR FOLLOW THE LINK
BELOW TO REGISTER

WWW.PLAYHQ.COM/BASKETBALL-VICTORIA/REGISTER/A610BB

BALLANBRUMBIES.COM.AU
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